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Development of the Aspect of Moral Education in Ethics:
The Relationship between
Rinri-gaku (Ethics) and Shiishin (Moral Education) in
the Early to Mid-Meiji Period

Keisuke HATTORI

RFZEIE, RO SR o [l LEEHREOMBREHERT 2L 2B T,
ZnLBED [ ] O - Bd%p, H2HOESLEREAT L L CoflErFobo s
X o tEEEHL2IZT S, WROHIZ B & LComBENAIRICEAS AL S,
T Mgl Tk [MBE¥] SRS TWizds, 20 [BEY%] OESISEHEEF BT
LEHBEIET BH] ~LEAan720, 20 [BH] LXT 2791, Hiflc [EHE]
DIEPMFHES NI LD, L2LLDS, £ LREHNE (el ok - 83z [BH] &0
LEEBEABE L L TCOREZFRODD E L TIRZ 2FEBMEH I IchEAM LT, AL, BEFH
Do Mgfizr] %, 35w WEibo L [EH] Nailorcis, EESS0 [Him] B s
LHRLNTEREFEIEZ, ZOEERZEHET 2RELZFHODDOLEEZEZOND LD LoD
Th 5,

This study explores the relationship between “Rinri-gaku” (ethics) and “Shiishin” (moral
education) in the early to mid-Meiji period. It highlights that Rinri-gaku was considered to possess
the characteristic of a higher form of moral education thereafter. In the early Meiji period, when the
concept of modern scientific ethics was first introduced, it was called “Shishin-gaku.” However, the
term, later simplified to Shishin, referred only to moral education within the framework of elementary
education. Therefore, a new term Rinri-gaku emerged to distinguish scientific ethics from Shashin,
however, it resulted in the perception of ethics as a higher form of moral education. Consequently,
in the mid-Meiji period, Rinri-gaku was viewed as encompassing both, theoretical-scientific and
practical-educational aspects, serving to convey the outcomes of the theoretical analysis of moral

phenomena to students and foster their moral character.
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