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@) This is the boy [Mary loved O].
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™) This is the boy [Mary gave @ abook].
\@) This is the boy [Mary made @ happy].
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Summary
This is the result of the educational practice carried out at Akita
University Junior High School (AUJHS) in 2023.  Its teaching style
was the one in dialogue, which is the classical teaching style used since
the ancient Greek era, still widely used in the West. In the summer of
2023, students from the Faculty of Education and Human Studies,
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Akita University were giving an English lesson to third-year AUJHS
students. When [ visited the class, Misaki Sato, who was sitting at the
back of the room, dared to give me straightforward questions such as
“whatis transitive verb?”, “what are five sentence pattemns?”’, etc. Since
itwas notpracticable to fully answer the questions in the classroom then,
I'told Misaki to come to the headmaster’s room, which I was occupying,
affer school, for fuller explanation and any further questions. Every
Tuesday affer school for nearly three months since then, Misaki visited
me with not only questions conceming the basics of English gramimear,
but also those that get to the essence of human language. To all those
questions, I tried to give her the fillest possible explanation. Misaki and
I'had many pleasant conversations abundant with interesting insights,
linguistic and philosophical. It was also a good opportunity for me to
contemplate how to overcome the difficulty and the limitations of
teaching English in English. On 6" December, 2023, Misaki and I had
a chance to demonstrate how we studied English by dialogues and to
share with all the third-year students what we leamed. It was a rare
opportunity for me as headmaster to teach English at AUJHS and [
enjoyed the undertaking very much. It wasa good occasion notonly to
aid students in leaming English grammar but also for students to teach
and leam from each other. This paper was also used as a material inmy
course of English linguistics at Akita University. It was warmly
welcomed by the university students, who said: it will be very useful for
their future practice as English teachers, for what the paper shows is not
the same as the usual cut-and-dry grammatical instructions, but it goes
nto the essence of language revealed in the leaming processes in the
dialogues.

Key Words : English grammar, linguistics, philosophy of language,
categories, grammatical fimctions, semantic roles, clause structure
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The Mechanism of English: Categories, Grammatical Functions,
Semantic Roles, and Clause Structure
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