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Factors Associated With Nurses’ Evaluation of
the Abuse of Disabled Children

Chiaki OBARA" Hisanaga SAsaAki”"

O Akita Prefactural Center on Development and Disability
O O Course of Nursing, Graduate School of Health Sciences, Akita University

The objective of the study was to consider approach to the abuse of disabled children by focusing on
the nurses’ evaluation of abuse and by determining the factors associated with judgment of whether or not
abuse is present. For this study, we conducted a questionnaire of 362 nurses working in 33 institutions
among 677 nurses working in 59 institutions across Japan for disabled children.

We found that 76.000 of the nurses “had experience in attending to children recognized by institutions
as abused”, and 59.70 “had experience in attending to the parents of children recognized by institutions as
abused”. In addition, 28.70 of the nurses answered there were children suspected of being abused. Among
them, 66.30 and 52.90 had experience in attending to the children or their parents respectively. Overall,
110 of the nurses believed they had “the knowledge and skills to attend to abused children”, and 40.30
believed that “institutions have clearly set guidelines for the care of abused children”. A large proportion
of respondents recognized abusive acts, such as, “hit the child with force”, “do not even give a meal”, “dis-
criminate against other sibling” as abuse. On the other hand half of fewer recognized “excessive functional
training”, or “parent of opposite sex touching the child’s body post-adolescence”.

Items that were significantly associated with evaluation of abuse were experience attending to abused
children and recognition of abuse of disabled children (abuse of disabled children, risk evaluation of the
abuse, attitude and perspective on abuse of disabled children, knowledge and skills for caring for disabled
children who have been abused, and the institution’s response to the abuse being inflicted).

We concluded that there is a need to acquire knowledge of and share information on the abuse of
physically handicapped children through workshops and conferences. There is also a need to formulate a
system that tackles child abuse, with the help of clear institutional guidelines on how to respond to abused
children and support their parents.
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