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Summary
The special support education system started,
and schools are facing a major turning point.
Schoolchildren with  developmental
who had attended normal classes and who were
excluded from the special support program in the
past must now be given appropriate support. In

disorders

the drive to upgrade support to these children,
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programs mobilizing "special support education
supporters’ are in operation across Japan.
However, these programs have just started and
are still in the phases of exploring into issues, such
as the definite functions that these supporters
are to play, how they are to coordinate activities
with schoolteachers in charge of such children,
what should be done for effective supporter
training, etc. For this reason, a questionnaire
survey consisting of open-ended questions was
conducted on special support education supporters,
regarding what problems and needs they find
in engaging in support activities. The responses
were organized with the KJ method, and the
needs of the classified
into 3 categories, namely, "coordination of action
with schoolteachers," "direction in support policy"
and "difficulties." The issues to be addressed in the

supporters ~ were

future were examined, based on the findings.
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