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On the Acquisition of Indirect Speech Using yooni by Learners of Japanese as a Foreign
Language
Kaori SATO
Abstract

This paper investigates the acquisition of indirect speech which expresses “order/request”
using yooni by intermediate and advanced learners of Japanese as a foreign language. This
paper also examines how the usage of this type of yooni is described in some Japanese
textbooks, and considers effective ways of teaching it. The data for this research were
obtained from the sentence production tests of 42 participants. The results indicated that
about only 20% of the total was able to product well-formed “yooni” sentences. Even the
participants who passed level 1 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT), fewer than
half of them were able to product “yooni” sentences, and some of them made pragmatically
inappropriate “yooni” sentences. The other half who passed level 1 of the JLPT used direct
speech using “to” sentences. All these things make it clear that we should have learners of
Japanese understand the proper situations to use indirect speech, and do communicative

drills to enable them to use appropriate “yooni” sentences.
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