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Gender-expressions of the characters in Japanese,
English and German mangas and light novels
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In Japanese mangas or light novels, some stories involve the characters whose biological sex cannot
be identified by their hair styles, faces, clothes and conversations. In Japanese, subject is able to omit in
the sentences, however, unable in English or German sentences. It is easy to hide the sex of characters
in the stories written in Japanese. In this study, we analyzed how those characters are described in the
English or German translations of Japanese mangas or light novels. When the translator is Japanese,
the translations have literal translations. But when the translator is not Japanese, the translations have
free translations.

This report depends on the “Gender and Sex in Culture” course of “Special Seminar” which is one of

the Akita University General Education.
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