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Summary

The present paper reports on the results of
the survey research that was conducted in 2006 to
examine the view the teacher designated as
research director would hold regarding the
development of teachers' professional compe-
tence. The analysis of the results revealed the
following findings. (1) The larger the school size,
the less contribution administrative staff may
make to the staff development;on the other
hand, the committee may make a greater contri-
bution. (2) Novice directors tend to feel that
staff development sessions have not been success-
ful for deepening knowledge in the professional
field ; thus, the lack of knowledge has to be
compensated for by referencing to professional
publications. (8) The areas where the respon-
dents reported needing to develop include
material development, subject knowledge, and
understanding students, in particular. (4) The
expectation of the participants changes as years
go by. (5) The teachers request more opportuni-
ties to attend in-service teacher training courses,
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such as the ones that are offered by the Educa-
tional Center of the university, and likewise they
reported they need support from school principal
as well as vice-principal. Based on the findings,
the present paper concludes with several sugges-
tions ; a) a great deal of support need be given to
the teaching staff, particularly of an administra-
tive position ; b) greater opportunities need to be
given to the teachers to attend in-service teacher
training courses, as this relates to the degree of
motivation on the part of teachers ; ¢) it is crucial
to improve a school atmosphere in a way in which
teachers may feel free to exchange ideas and
information with other teachers;d) staff devel-
opment needs to be done in conjunction with
the community ;and e) active involvement is
expected on the part of university faculty.

Key Words : Research Director, Professional
Competence, Staff Development Ses-
sions, In-Service Teacher Training
Courses
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