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The relationship between study behaviour and organizational and
specialism commitment among nursing personnel in Japan

Hitomi IsHikawa"” Noriko IsHI™"

O Division of Nursing, Akita University Hospital
O O Course of Nursing, Graduate School of Health Sciences, Akita University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between study behaviour and organiza-
tional and specialism commitment among nursing personnel in Japan. We conducted a national question-
naire survey of 335 nurses and 239 midwives on attributes and study behaviour and commitment.

The results were as follows :

0 . Factor analytic studies of commitment extracted three factors, ‘occupation attachment (specialism com-
mitment)’, ‘organization attachment (emotional commitment)’, and ‘life emphasis (continuous commit-
ment)’.

O . Personnel with at least 20 years’ nursing experience had a higher factor score than personnel with less
than 20 years’ experience in the 2nd factor ‘organization attachment and the 3rd factor ‘life emphasis’.

O . In the 1st factor ‘occupation attachment’, the factor scores of midwives were higher than the factor
scores of nurses.

0. 800 or more of the nursing personnel had volition to participate in study inside and outside the work-
place.

0 . There was no relationship between any of the factors and study frequency or volition.

Our results suggested the following :

Study opportunities are required which can promote study behaviour to experienced nurses and mid-
wives. Both improvement to study programmes and consideration and support for time for study by nurs-
ing administrators are necessary.
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