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An Ethical Reflection on Ancestor-Worship in the Current Civil Code

Kiichi TACHIBANA

Abstract

Article 897 in the current Civil Code contains the following provision : Despite the provision of the preceding
Atrticle [on inheritance], rights to ownership of a genealogy, equipment used in rituals, and any grave, shall be suc-
ceeded by the person who custom dictates shall preside over rituals for ancestors; provided that if the decedent des-
ignates a person who shall preside over rituals for ancestors, this person shall succeed rights to ownership. If, in the
case referred to in the main text of the preceding paragraph, the custom is not evident, the family court shall deter-
mine who shall succeed the rights in that paragraph.

The article may seem to be only a residue of the Japanese patriarchal family system, but the sentence, "the
person who custom dictates shall preside over rituals for ancestors," is an addition which did not exist even in the
Meiji Civil Code. This sentence, in my opinion, may produce some crucial problems concerning the relationship
between law in general and the specific religion of ancestor-worship, from the viewpoint of individualist ethics.

In this paper, I shall clarify the nature of the problems and indicate ways to solve them.
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Rk, HESHEAHIIHET A REN—ZH

BRIIBHLZZEDRVADTAEBLVES S, BF
TH5DF, ZONIES>TOR - Bhllitkd 5V I3E
T8, BUE-#&E, ORA-AA, B - BA, ZOB
BRELZOHEBEDHETES ). EIZ, bRONWIREDE
IR AR LT, BMEELAZD, HiE - BHEOXK
Bbazbo) 35072, 3517, AROHBAIZE, &
EOEZZdbh, @, TOBRE, JFHLEIHEIBALY,
ZZT, AEDHI VB2 ECARFNBBEOLEE 2
NUANDOAN 2D SXFILT, H5DOFIZE L TR OHE
rELI LRI ABEHAICEENICROONLHRTH
ol TOEKRTO [#52E (ancestor-worship] i,
L7255 T, ¥ER (universal) TH 5, HiLLiL%x

EV) LD LA, AEOEMZEEIEIHAY
22 E (nature) ZH5ThE (ZOBET S LRV
IEDOBRETABIERELTELDOL L LAV,
LA, HAEFE HIFRLULAEES) TR
EFohnsBo [HHESE] 3dbo LRESNAEKRT
Hwohz 9, EYEHEREE I T 2 8% 5 8%
LT, HOBEKIC X, THESEEFE] &, 87
MR Z W LZNICERE S5 BROES TR ITh 5 %17
HROFEE AU H RO IMEO R T—EDEKDIT
FEN, BEOBEYR-L, BET 5 —-EDTHER
MAWEIHEICR-T] HvbHh, ZOBERTOMERE
i, [R7I7R7 7)1 0EEDH»DBHHEITITIZR
EINDLZEILRD] L), HOKIZ, ZORENE:

V) BMZEICEHERTHD, LEHL, 612
ROEHIZTALFLTWSBO,

—#C, (B fTAEITHIBMBLIh2%T5
FEC LK BRI, T8 & T#HE] (&
[%M]) oMk LTHE#Sh, i bEZ

COREEZRD, BRELHEEES H VI L5,

EiERELD (FRRAHICAEDh WD) I
RURTHDHLEEZDLDTH b,

COEKRTO [HEEFE] X, BEAOHESRFLEHK
THEEZXAEAI), LzdtoT, HOK%Z S, HAD
MR FE 2 S [FEAR] 2223 THAIHL,
CORME, BEOEBRLEVSoTHLRVWTHAH, L
MLBHAS, BATICBWTIE, HERER (ER) Ml
[F#8] LARERVRBOFEL . HHEEHI,
HIEBREART T OEHBOROFLHAWTH 23 L#
(1843-18954F) %% [#E | ZfttDO AR 5T EELIGER
FHEOME, EE, XOHIITMERRD T LOLBTR
A7z 2T, [MiE] 2B EROIRD? SKREHIC
[EE#H] THHLEB L, 230, HEIZEEMH
B - E - BIREEZ TRT [fE] & —D2lHo
T, [F#H] CRAhVERZ] EERITTNVE2,
CDHEEE, HPMERRKIZ, ROLIITHRTWVS B,

MEAE - EY EEHTRVEW) T EZERELL
DI, PRI R THhLTHAHENIDVBBEHTH 5,
CNIEHBRDOEFICL > TERTILDTELZVDD
LI3NTwiz, ThERUBRT, #ENFRTHS
LW ZEEERBICLZTNELR LR kol
GRKFHEBRFORBOBERTH 5 L) DHIEHRT
HbHo BEOFHIIMEZFERTHILRAEL:. £
L CHEIZERET & RIS ZD XD RER%E, BROK
BREAEDLLVWEIIZEITFTZOTH A9 ZDMIC
FNLT, MEOHBIZIZE>TVEVDTHS, o7
DREROBEDM L 723 D72 W) 02 F 7283
DEHITH5b,

HEDOMIC (MBI wmedfFL LI b, &
TERT A L), M, #HEREES kL, 45
RICHESHF D) MEZ M, [58] 2L
L7292 T, REZBELTVZDTH %,

9 MO8E, (% - 1R [SUEAESTR], GAS0HE, 19874, 4356<— 3,

N A, FIRE. B, COHEERBILELLS [TH] 256 (Bl N0a3a=r— a3 id—EnHilzEL
Tirbh, ZoOfiLE —#ic THESIE] LIFR, LHOREBRTVS, AL, 435%—,

Sl ZRHOFHREALLT, BABHEEOREICIS s TwaZEdbd, BMICIE, BEFEHTHLILIEIHATH
%o LL7%A D, THZHREE MM, SHIIEFHFEL M, SLCEHEOMBELR- TIE, HHFE, w3
B, HEEE, YEAEFEOMT, 40, BRICERINTVE LI THD, BiillE—, NERAROEHEIHLZ0F
], EWENE, 20034, ZOMBEICOWTIZFIOBEIZED 72w,

52 PEEEEH, [ ERLEH HEERERE BT, A%, 20064E, 303<%— Y,

B HEEIR, [MEIZBT2MAOME], REXEE, MBS, 201~—Y, HPRIE, [HELEOMEY, SHEED

MELZHoL LT, HEHEYNHOEDNLZ) THopEINLBEVELTATIVWIETHAS | LIEN, HiE
B2 [WMR] OZE»L, [MENEHTHL] LERLTV S, —MIC, MER, ME2EE, ROERME=3
FE@MEGE T oC, MENFEHTHLILEBETLIMACH LA, HPRIE, MEOHAE - REZOSTIBEID,
M =FHGRERBMAL TV,
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(2) WRBECHLEFRER

BUTRED AT S WA 20ERICiTbh %S
BORFEIIOVWTOFERE, HPHIZET, Y LT
WBA, BEBOEFZEOFEA» OO LTI HICEE
D, Lad, B#EGHLLTE, BRBEEENRREEIC
ERT AT, HELEHSBRRON TRV, 22
T, FREHICHL T, HTRERIBRES LUK
RELHEZ—ICLTVWAEDT, BREDORERZBND—AT
HHLRBBEOHESZFHER LI LI, FKiiHEHD
BRICHLHMEBEEET A LICLE ), i, BWE
RERTORE, 1899 I Cu—~<THE I HEE
HFETIToHEHZEBC LA, [HERELEAE
D] ZHITLTWS Y,

FXT, ANHOREEFOREL L TEBRICHEEL
TWHEEFI, KRR TIRERLTALWD, V&K
EAHEL L, FEEEORELEME L BR L
TWAR5HOHARIZBWTY, HESFEIERL, A4
DEREFIIHVEENZRIZL TS L, BRIZEDS
LRWCFE-> TV D, HERIISNROIH, ICEHICED
CHESCH, A8, FEXHORE L 2T, o5
RO=ZFEHRDI B, BHEKRL, AHEEECHIZHE
SZHLEIFTSICERNODIDTH o222 2b 6T,
A% DEEW (faith) (CRIEFZFTOZ LI TE LR
o7z HEEFELEBECEILLVAAHIE, A% IEIR
#ZL7EE (belief) ICERESE2/B3, BHICH S
DBBIZRFAT S L) ko2 BEADBE2LR L L,
HARAVEBF R BT O L) 2 XHOFERZ V5 LRk
WCHERBOBRZHVIT) CLRIFRICHINDB LA
WA, BERELBEOZOMBFELBANHEDN L 5L b

FEOMELFHEOMELZD L 5 1D SBET 20T

3% <, HESEEFEEHS (Ancestor-worshipper himself)

LLTOBEI»LHLEDD Y ZLBRYD, AROH
FEFIIOWTR L LHIE D, HERF-HIZOVTO
HmE LT, [H5WDAHE (races) X, ZOREDH)
WIS HERELZITToTE Y, HAERFILER B
MOMKEFEORFET I RANDO—HThHho72] L
BTV 5%,

CCTORBRFEMBEOERDI IR ->TVA
A, BRRCTHAEZENHERL BRI T A EEESR
TV, MR THESFISHER L BB, FYR
FMOEBIRVIZEZONDD, ¥ v BHROEE
bBHBEAI, BN—=12EhiE, BLHE» SN
HENOBRNOBITE R LEOBHERF) V¥ o
Tl w) A, ZOHUMEE, BN, HEFEEY,
FHEZRWHI L LTHEOT O, HESFRIZOMN
BOVWTNIZHEYTEINHTH b,

BRIC X, TEEROHESEIL, 25004 EICF
T % A B Bk O BAG E # (primeval religion) T, 3
ETHEBLITbI TS| LR, B - Kl - R
HMOZFOMEERFIIOVWTHEIL, REIZ, HEREF
EHARDEHLOBRICET 2#EREITo TV 525, £
DFMIITHAST, ZOERICH HEOMMEE %
HeaZ &Izl

1) B, MAEH (individualism) ~NEH ) #EH
EHEDOMEA ZBDTIIVWBEA8, LRI, ROk
%t (the continuity of the house) (ZECRE L7-HE%
fioTWh, RIMEEFOLE (seat) TH5Y,
2) COBEDFEBIZLIMN-T, B, BN - B,
BT - BTHBHOMBE, Mk, FPHEEIh.
EWHEBTE, Thi i, HEEFELIRDLY %
BFATHA N,

5 BEBRIEWC L2, FIBIERICZ > TWAA, EERIE, BXko7<Y Yy TRZMY TY, 19384, 19434, 19804,
19914, 20054F, 20084, 20094EIZHAIEShTHY, LALBEBOBBELLHBEN TS, BRTIX, T2 % 0
FNTVBIEMTHAI. COHETY, RAPHETLIEWMTH S, AIFRIAFTELDL74DT, EFREMAT 5,
Nobushige Hozumi, Ancestor-Worship And Japanese Law, 1901, reproduced by Kessinger Publishing.

5 ppl3EXDERHIN, MOBEOHEBLMELTHABRL TV S, BRHICBIII2EHOARME LTHRIRETH), £
PHESELHERL:F Y X MEANOERNFEVOIZHEKEV, H, FIHE,

5  Ibid,p.11.2 DET, MAKIL, HELFEIHE N T 52 (dread) - $43E (propitiation) Tix % <, #FE (love and respect)
BRHIZE T, ZOELIENT S LS LGRS LEBbhs, 2h, SHERNGEOFHO—D2TH S,

5 Ibid, p. 12.

8 |HEER, BERELVEALZZENTH 7010, BEARKICL - THEBSH, REARHF L > THER, BE
Lhrol. ZRICRb- CHEAELZHERECOBATENERIYR, FET D BITRER, FEELREMAROZ
SORDPL%S [F] BIERELESNZOT, SHOCHEATZHENTH LA, ARCTHBEICLTWS, EAEHRNHEC
I MR EREI RS> TV b, M, HAEEEST ChTEAERN2HEHEICKRL TV I L3HETH %,

5  JIbid, p.45. R, EXA TV v T,

60 Thid, p. 48, 56, 70, 74. FMRKIC L 5 TiE, [R] Oofkd, HESEE] L) BHOFETH S, WEREOREIZD,
HESEF (BHET PHEETLIIEEHIN TV S,
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R, #HASEAHCHT 2RBH—-ZE

HERER, 0k cHELERAFERMEERICED
WT, BEREBED—AICX > TERNICHRESN-O
2%, HAESFCHT2EELRLXFBITREICE> TV
AND7E,

BHEED — D[P ES—— )23 X (1838-
19214E) @ [—A—ADEAD - EARICBENTD
I, MBFBOGEHEBEIIRISTLIILEIEY, T
FHOLDEFEIZL-oTTIERLHLVIIZDOEERIIRL
T- HRILWETHIELIZ, HOWILBIEN - EH
B ERBIHEREID S, TeKilblzoTIRT
DAL DF—HIZHYVBEALEDY & H W HFER - 4k
B - BRIERLDD, BEANCEELHREETH S
L) [EREMZEEBRFEOBRAER] TH2MEAER
DR L AROEREROMEICH 2 HERFEOR
HLid, FSRXERMNTH S,

74774714 (identity) &, [FRBRER] &R
n, RZERANZELF) R MIEZ L B H 5\ IFFKH
KEFZEREPEVH)MLLOEFICE LT 5 L Ek
THIET,HOR2MIILIDLELTLEDE B TH S,
bo L HMEICH B I, [RIEIRTHY, FAITHES
Zw] v BERE—M (self-identity) OE#ETH Y,
ZhizH L ER, EXNTHD. DL dbHELMEL
b, 2o ] 8B EIhLE,1LTHE, EHIT, 2D
ek, TAH - Al o—BTHY, ZOAM - AFE
W) EFANDORRBIZIZIZHEIHE NI B0 Lk,
Thbb, Her AVEANICEBELTYS, B ANEHD
BB S X F ST 2L, B ANEHOER - ik
WL S TRURBFETIE R L, HNWEBEETHD,

XHICRBIIBREZIDTTSLHED, HED [F]
2 %] bZoFNTIIERL, ThEldRTILE
BATD Vv (TTIZABRA & H I, RoxbiclifEz B
¢ [H]) E#, BREEIEEICHRL L CHmmT S
NTWRERFEY, SERNLILKBAEEI D
DIBERVDENS),

MEB I > THEDERZ EETREZFNINEK
WS 562] LRNBLREEHESTERTIE, EFICHK-T]

) RBEREIAETHLS, 2E¥Ls, b LEFEFEE
TwabedhiE, NIEEICH- 7R BRERNIIT)
T, GaBlZED) BRR2EAETHLHL, M,

PEETARETHLE, ML AOWEOHHEBIKT
BT BIEN - BHOEINC L > CTRE SN2 BN5H
ANHTH b,

HEZEAARRME O HIH 5 HAD X ) hE%
FHTHD LTI, HESHAEE, HAREETR
BSNTOBEROHRE W EAYAES b IS X
REIEIRBESD . BROHBICE, BEOFHE

HEFZFEZITOEVEADDLZITTH L%, 1),
8% AHHHERFEZIT) BHR, ROKBD72DIZHE,
ZNTHEHAPHFETSIEEEIETTH RV,
L72ho T, WTNIZE XREFZITRIIAELZ LR
bhahs, dLETETE, ROX) RREICTE
THbH)o TOFLREBRLUBORETIIRL, b

61 RKN—IZDEEEZ [~ ADAMMPRBL-N, FHEAVRET S]] LEHLTW5S, Karl R Popper & John C. Ec-

cles, Self and Its Brain, Springer International, 1981, p. 3.

62 FHERICLBZEFICI N, ZoOEFTO#RIE, shall be succeeded by the person who custom dictates shall preside
over rituals for ancestors, &7%->T\W57%%, ZORIZIIVLLLEIZODOMEND S, —2i&, [TX%] Hought TiX
%<, shallilZe > TWnT, HEOEEORETIIFHVEHREZ L NEND LA EWI ETHE (LELEHS, HVkE
Ti&, BB (TRE) LDSILHIZHY [FRE] 2BRTL2LVIBRITETHS), dH)—oiF, Kibldritual L RS h
TWbI L THb, ritual (BERX) XL LIFEHERNELIIBLT, FHNBERZHTIHEEICIE, D Eb Ereligious &1+
L Treligious ritual& $5 2 &b H B, LA LARHS, religious ritual & V9 HEZFHTIUE, SOSLED, =ML
HTHAHZ LN —HBERLLHDT, BRARritual CTRENLEDEZI B, LALEHNS, HRTIIHEIZBZ BA S
ABTIE %L, HELLTHLWIEHM -MA (13&1)) LLTHROLNDEILETHY, ZOEWKRT [H - (LHEERL L]
EVIERKDOERZIELfEX HAERE LTIE, BEDMHEH L zancestor-worship® HF AR B THAH. Lad, i,

BIREIS, N [F#] THHI L 2RHTWI,

6 HELEE, BFICRECEZOBBIEIZNIEILEMTIIRVD, SITRIOMEICZIZYHLALRW,

6 RETRMELAH, BEICINE, B THEOERL EETREL] TH), REOTMALRIEIRIIZ>TVWED, R0
MBOEE, RIEFREFV S SVOHEERIEEZEZL TRV, T2, FRERTRELAOMICH S5, B THT
DOV R > TV L, BRATHLIMEIE WHIFEAL) ERICZOTIHY, HIFICL o> THDOE D 5 25k
FALTwE, —MIZE->T, FEBDVLEVEE, BEZTORERLETE#HICLEIRVEETIE, EHe ShaRX%
R RIEFIBEIZZ D Z DRI LB LV, BIZHboTIDOH1) 0BEFEOERIT, HEEBERIHEHIICIToTWS, [EE
RIRDER ], HHEIE, 20034F, [FOHEFICL STV I BRT 2HFHR], #RaBULH®E, 20054, BE D5
INIRONDZDITHAHA, 22T, #iZ, TOREHBIITHREWI, EHOBHLEBNOTENEE - BHITH

BlitbeWRELACEREZL 2L - -

‘o BEHORAADIEY —FLZD L) ZEBORREDOITHEFTH S,
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Zb, EHNOBHELRDOT, PR LI ZFNICEHL-E

T2, HL, BHRAIEET 2805 L X1, £
BT HULEVEDHEDHTH b,

DEVFZOBBEEET 5, HEALOHEICBNT

BROEBVZ O ZERT 25613, RERHFHL
Rl - RARUHEORARR, BiZORE GRE CNZED D,

R IS0 hb b, ZOFEHELHERT 5EH KK






