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Production and Reproduction of Discourse on
“Prefectural Character” in Akita

Mizuho HIDAKA, Maki ISHIZAWA and Tomohiko KONDO

Abstract

The pattern of discourse well-established in Akita Prefecture, which explains various social phenome-
na by Akita people’s “prefectural character (kenmin-sei)”, is exploited by the “Akita people ‘transforma-
tion’ project (Akita-jin ‘henshin’ project)”, launched in 2007 on the initiative of the Akita Prefectural Gov-
ernment. Akita people’s “prefectural characters” as specified in the project proposal include “hiyamikogi”
(*lazy” in the Akita dialect), which is in fact not counted as such in books on “prefectural character” pub-
lished nation-wide. This kind of discourse on “prefectural character” has a political function of making peo-
ple see social problems as their own, which can be made more effective by the use of dialect to express
their (putative) blamable character, though at the great risk of concealing the real cause.
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