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The significance of participation by disabled persons in
wheelchair experiential learning program

Masaji KinJo

Course of Occupational Therapy, School of Health Sciences, Akita University

In the occupational therapy major at this University, wheelchair experiential learning program for
second and third year students was performed from fiscal year 2005 with participation by persons with
spinal cord injury. In the present research, following completion of the wheelchair experiential learning
program, a questionnaire-based survey and interviews of the students and participants with spinal cord
injury were performed regarding the contents and significance of the learning, and analysis was made
thereof.

As results, around 900 of the students responded that participation by a person with a disability was
good. In the freely written response portion, too, it was stated that understanding and awareness had
deepened due to the behavior and conversation. The participants with spinal cord injury were positive
about the practical learning contents. In the freely written response, too, the significance of the mock
wheelchair experience was recognized, and the necessity of continuing on was pointed out. Also, the
participants with spinal cord injury were also able to discern barriers themselves.

Thus, it was suggested that participation of a disabled person in the wheelchair experiential learning
program was effective for both students and the disabled person themselves.
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