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Roles of physical therapists and occupational therapists in schools for
special needs children : an attitude survey of teachers (Report 3)

Shunsuke Kubpo® Keiichi TAKAHASHI?® Mihoko NaBA"®
Tomoko YASuUDA™™®

O Course of Phyaical therapy, School of Health Sciences Aklita University
O O Course of Occuptional therapy, School of Health Sciences Aklita University
0 O O Akita Prefectural School for Developmental Children

Objective : To determine the effects of the first adoption of PTs (3 individuals) and OTs (1 individual)
at the Akita Prefectural School for Special Needs Children, and to identify factors facilitating future coop-
eration.

Method : An attitude questionnaire survey was conducted on 53 teachers.

Analysis : Following simple tabulation, results were analyzed using the chi square goodness of fit test,
and classified by the number of years of education experience.

Results : Responses were obtained from 52 (response rate 98(1) teachers.

1) The most commonly cited areas of need for PTs and OTs were dietary guidance and adaptation of

wheelchair sheeting, walker, brace etc.

2) The most commonly perceived role of teachers was to nurture the children’s independence.

3) In response to the question regarding the effectiveness of the PTs and OTs adopted in April, 49
(940) teachers evaluated the PTs and OTs as being effective. Thus, considering that 39 (750 ) parents
commented positively on the effectiveness of PT and OT adoption, the activities thus far can be thought

to have achieved some degree of success.
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