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Study of Postoperative Delirium after Hepatectomy
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Ten hepatocellular carcinoma patients operated in 2000 and 2001 were studied in terms of age,
anamnesis, concomitant affection, preoperative hepatic function, intraoperative blood loss, surgical
procedures, blood ammonia level, postoperative medication, postoperative length of stay in the ICU, activity
of daily living(ADL), length of stay in the hospital, and postoperative delirium. As a result, there was a trend
that they are older and preoperative length of stay in the hospital is longer in delirium-group. The relationship
between postoperative delirium and medication or blood ammonia level was not apparent. It is concluded that
age, preoperative length of stay in the hospital and postoperative care in the ICU should be assessed properly
to predict and treat postoperative delirium.
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