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A Study on the Development of Self Consciousness
in a Child with Down’s Syndrome through the Analysis
of Communication Notebooks between
his Mother and Teacher

Kazuo KONNO

The purpose of this study is to investigate the development of self consciousness in a child with Down’s
syndrome. For this purpose, communication notebooks between his mother and teacher were analyzed. His
mother had recorded utterances which he produced during four years, namely, from the first grade to the fourth
grade of a normal elementary school. Those utterances were useful for analyzing self consciousness. I found
six aspects of self consciousness, namely, recollection, confirmation of the present state, intention, plan, view
of future, combination of those. The confirmation of the present state was subcategorized into five sorts.
There were clear developmental changes in recollection and plan. The results suggest that the potentiality of
development of self consciousness in children with Down’s syndrome should not be ignored.
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