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Grandparents of Children with Handicaps

— Mothers’ Views on Paternal Grandmothers —

Kazuo KONNO

Grandparents often assume roles and functions that promote the health and development of their
grandchildren with handicaps. But little formal attention has been paid to a significant component of

the extended family:grandparents.

This study investigated the mothers’views on paternal grandmothers. Mothers of children with
handicaps and mothers of normal children responded to a questionnaire.

The results suggested that mothers of children with handicaps had more negative views on their
relationships with grandmothers and grandmothers’relationships with children than did mothers of
normal children. The implications of these results were discussed in terms of formal support services

for grandparents of children with handicaps.
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