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Summary

Japanese folk songs should be more highly ap-
preciated, because they have a lot of things that
the younger generation can share with the older
generation, and that Japanese folk songs reveal
high values as music. For these reasons, Japanese
folk songs can be said to be the type of music
that should be taught in school to diversify and
enhance the students’ interests.

Most of the contemporary Japanese folk songs
are no longer closely related with the local people’s
lives and sentiments, and the older generation of-
ten value the contemporary Japanese folk songs
negatively. It is incorrect, therefore, to put too
much emphasis on the local backgrounds of the
songs, and teachers should make it a primary
concern for the students to acquire the musical
abilities.

It is difficult to teach the Japanese folk songs
for those teachers who are not proficient with
them. In one junior high school in Akita City, a
music teacher taught Japanese folk songs of Akita
by adopting a part-time teacher. The students
were gradually interested in singing and acknowl-
edged the values of them.

It has been shown that by getting the students
familiar with folk songs of Akita and the musi-
cal idioms, they will think of their local songs
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