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A Study on Motion Pictures
as the Art of the Mass Age

Hiroshi HATTORI

Abstract

Since the first screen show in the world that was held by the brothers Lumiére in “Grand Café” in Paris

1895, the films have been developed very rapidly. As a reason for their great success we can indicate that their

characters were in perfect accord with that of the mass age of the 20th century. Thanks to the increasing

populace and the technological development, the films had, as Walter Benjamin pointed, a possibility to be a

new form of arts in the mass age. In the face of this mass age’s character of the films we realize that there

are different ways and purposes in film expressions: the first is the commercial character, the second is the

character of “la politique des auteurs” and the last is the propaganda character.
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