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Qohelet’s View of Knowledge

Kiichi TACHIBANA

Abstract

Ecclesiastes is a problematic book, for it is very difficult to grasp Qohelet’s real intention. Recent
studies have suggested that this book should be used as a textbook for the Jewish youth. The
well-known saying, ‘Futility of futilities. All is futility’ is his final conclusion? Is there a teacher who
wants to teach such a pessimistic, negative world-view to his promising students ? I have reconsidered
Qohelet’s thought, focussing on his view of knowledge. My conclusion is that Qohelet’s thought is a

positively realistic, egalitarian one.
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Wik > TBLT B THH I A% L HELZBRD —DIZ@BER 0, A bEHAVEY
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Z5DTIR v, RAE [BENE] DRV ERBEDLTFEFU OIS da” ([H2] nasl) &
% b

hakam FEEFA L L TE(HV LN, yada' D FIEEFRLFAL L TE(HLN TR EWI 2 X
W2 %, F. Brown, S.R. Driver, C.A. Briggs, Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament,
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1907 (corrected impression, 1953).

hebel &\» ) SEEIBECK T, vanity, futility, vapor, zero, Nichtigkeit, Eitelkeit 7 & i28R& 1, L
LEDFFEENRLEZDCLREVDHDLITHED, 2 TRENDERETEL LS EST, 2
~U Mz & o> Thebel S MBS NME - THI [ B 223240 ThoEZLILICL
Frv, LED (2] Batidz 2o EBHRTHEZLIZVI FTL RV,

N. Lohfink, Kohelet, Die Neue Echter Bibel, 1980. = N &E iz K h#ESHET O/ NEBKA, S58B4 L Tw
etiniz, BEOBEEEL W,

Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz, Koheles, Mesorah Publications, New York, 1976, p. 118.

BHIE S 2 EbZ WriEETD » T, $2 WIS EDBERTEIHICLID L L VO THE- 20 ) 2l
HRBETELVWEIEDLNS, ZZIREBBERZADIRMBLD L1255, FlziE, BT, BRERDHT
FELIBE, ARFBLNEVE [RBLE] 2BLE0L LGV, FREKCECZRNETS
BIEFEIRE > TWI ) MBI LT, BLELERLLVWTHS I,

T FABTEE (98] %8k T 5553 dbodah Th 24, ZoEMBL 51 [IGR], [BF] 2 &
B3 5'8bed & WO BELHY, RENEI2ETHTLIOSEIEEETHLNTWE, /27
FLHHNE L L TR RE L WHBICET 2RO CIE, ‘asab DREFTH 2 issabdn HH
LT ([AHEED] 3 1 17). M, ‘Gmal iICiR THBORE| v 2RWEKL H 5 ([5H]1105:

44), a2~V NI, HENEREZRT2H, SENTEREGV2 L D0 >N EELHIT, ‘amal
PHWDTII A ) D%

ANV IFHPERELE ) ELAZLEML2OREMGEICREL 5 2METIE 2, BIcEbs TN
TThoTzl ) eds, ZOBEILMAZLLTHA T,

INEZFHIFEFRICR DMK EFHRELIEINOTHEY, HIFPROBTERETHY, K
DBTFND—ATHDINERAIVTABEET L ZEDLDARNIDIAL PALORLEBNT NS,
J. Agassi, On Pursuing the Unattainable, Science and Society, Reidel, Dordrecht, 1981, pp. 444-456.
[Tzenze iz &EEED |, WROILSERRES, [HEEEME] (REBEYS), $£185, 199242 A,
139-142H,

2| v ThZomNFid, BRTLb-700, fBELTENEMIBRETLLWI DT
v, e ADBELBREL, BFRL, EBRL, STHBR2RVEL L5, EL2RETLILNTH
59, BENE] R L TOBRERIENICARD LI ERZ Lo TnT 0w E WS 2 EHEFZD
ZERYEES T BDTEL LD ) h

HEMOWRICITBE, T¥, ¥, BFE, #ib, BT ScBET2EMD, SN Ta80RRLH 5
2, ZZTHBERICEED B rvwZ sicd b, L ABEY I ICFERICOW TR TSN 5 BEL
D] (3 :14, 516, 7118, 8 112—13, 12:13) & [HfEEF] (12 13) 5 b THRA,
— IR LN T B2 T, BEERNICBERLNTWDE L ZATREBNTH S, BEE(5 © 4), #
B (4 017), SRi (3 121—22, 10 14), [WEEF]INEEIMEFLLELN TS, 2~V 3D
LLABMBE T H LY, BBREEIBTOIE, ke L TEEFICIERBEN L FEIZ 5120 T3
»5h )i,

IO, 3L PR EALEETIRELMR S L CRAZER, [T THE LI HERIEE
LEDLEZUP5RETEI) 2—¥orDRBEERTLIZECEDG, LPL, ZD7Y)2—¥=
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VORBIZNLTIEY 4 A ) - L HBH, V4 AN —EED, a~L MR EEETRETCH 2
ERRTOLCEFEZ TR L) THDH, 2L T, EFOWRIZ, —REFELRTRICAZ bR
NDBEL ZORREBET 2200l > T EREEOWRME | #RL TWwE2L w330 Ths, o~
VIEDRBERLIE, ZOLRLEETRTHL LV ) HERRAZELWY, B4y, LrLro
SIEL TR LEERTRTH L LV ) I PRI EFTEL L) CBbS, BEOFE, R’y
DEFEERACELNL T TV L E v T, IV FRERZEELRTEEE BTV L ERHOT 50
HEETHL ), [BEEEZRINSLIHEJIHC L2 LL R LTHE, Ld, V4 A =D L5z,
AP BRHIZE» T nTE WL od [E)], [l DE&] Th2Ea~V FEZTnur4
g, EnlShE TEETRR] Thbr L a~L MIEZ TWR b 3BRT 2224 TELDTHS, F
Criisemann, Die unverdnderbare Welt, Der Gott der kleinen Leute 1,1979,S. 80-104. W. Zimmerli, )
Unverdnderbare Welt{oder)Gott ist Gott{?, in Kraus Festschrift, 1983.
BEANESIMCLE5AFTIv 7uBRLALTEZ R, 1EIHTANLNTWEIEL L KB
TIEHLEDDZL] LI EZEFETLOTE RV I HE»EZ LD, LAL [KRBOT
EEHLELOLL] VI BEIETH), 2N~V P T3 T 505613, 4ERRbNb
NFANV PORYT A THERTH S EEZ 23BN 1IHR 8 EVTHORB L FETLZ sic
57255, 1BA—WEEHARRIZ DV TRRLATWRZ 5525 L 512, [RBOTICHL &
Lo L] PR TA2DRBRFICEEINS BRI, FHRIZELEVWEEZLND,
EHBRRT TP LFATZDTH T, IV I RLFALROTRZWELTH D, #FE, e
T lhA Y I BECBTIMBERO—FE ], KEHRKFHAFEDTRLEA L - LSRS08,
19914F 2 A, 7 B, J. Agassi, Methodological Individualism and Institutional Individualism, J. Agassi
and 1.C. Jarvie eds. Rationality : The Critical View, Nijhoff, Dordrecht, 1987, pp. 119-150. L »* L,
LT3 LBRO-E TR LWL LNAL Y, TH VI ERDORLTROL JICEBRNT L2 5TH
5, [F 2 LT3, HIEZROBEAZBIGHN L 25 YOREICL - & Ly, BROMXEETH B
R —INEMHBCRTI LR ETCLE L0 TH 55 (1298) &,

ZAEIZRZONERY DS, DNONAFHL 723~V FDORDT 4 TRERIBROARTH 0L
IPEV S BEMEDFRICOVTUL, ISV PIHIZERL TR LW EEZZORLELEMITS
HEHLE A B THDH ) MH, I~V DRI T4 THERIAFRE L TEATHE I VI
Bz onwTid#e LICERYTRTHH I, BXNFZLEOTRIIBEDEINTH 5,

BENEMIL, Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia \2 &k %, SIRIZTE A ITEARLZMRTH 5,
BERAFA T2 - R EBREERAFOIARE K25 EEOE] KT AXMERBAL Tzl
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