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What does the Copyright Act protect ?

Michiru NISHIDAI

According to the common opinion, the Copyright Act protects the expression but not the idea behind it. But I doubt the opinion. I believe that
it necessarily leads to the protection of an author’s idea to prevent others from copying or otherwise exploiting his expression. Because the latter is

created just from the former.
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Sec 102. (b) In no case does copyright protection for an original
work of authorship extend to any idea, procedure, process,
system, method of operation, concept, principle, or discovery,
regardless of the form in which it is described, explained, illus-
trated, or embodied in such work.
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