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The Establishment of Early Prussian Factory Laws and the
Transformation of the Bourgeoisie’ View of Volksbildung

Tatsuo Tsushima, Akita University

The problem and protection of child labor
forms the foundations of popular school attend-
ance. It is necessary for our image of public educ-
ation to take concrete shape in this modern age,
consequently the historical study of this problem
should be important to the study of modern educ-
ation.

This paper treats the problem and its relation
to the bourgeoisie in Prussia—especially legislation
for its protection. The main point is the need to
clarify the phases of thinking, in other words the
“transformation” of that society’s ideas regarding
Volksbildung. This is an important step in visualiz-
ing the concrete shape of the processes of form-
ation and development of elementary educational
politics under the rule of the so-called “Germans.”
Hasty simplification of the meaning of the term
“bourgeoisie” should be avoided. A “social problem”

did exist, but diversification also existed because
of the different images and values placed on the
word volk. There is a tendency to neglect this
problem when grasping the meaning of “bourgeo-
isie.” An examination of this problem leads
naturally to an examination of the theory of
“indoctrination” of this social class. Child labor
problems are useful in considering social and
educational problems together as a whole.

This paper explains the route the bourgeoisie
followed in proceeding from a stand against the
politics of Volksbildung—particularly the politics
of compulsory school attendence and its nature—to
that of recognizing it, including its internal diver-
sification. This process has been clarified by
examining bourgeoisie participation in the early
factory laws—i.e., the Act of 1839, the Act of
1853, and so on.
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