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Technical Aid Support for an ALS Patient with Medium-class Handicap.

Masaji KINJO

Course of Occupational Therapy, School of Health Sciences, Akita University

To improve quality of life for a patient with grade 4 amyotrophic lateral sclerosis who was living at home,

a number of new home-care devices were introduced. While the patient was able to walk, the patient required

help in standing and sitting. Also, movement of the upper arm was significantly restricted. The patient was
alone during the day and was feeling unsure about being unable to rest or make contact with anyone. An elec-
tric reclining chair was therefore brought in, and modified by extending the armrest and converting the chair-
reclining switch to a breathing-aid switch. Also, by installing a hands-free telephone, the patient was able to

live alone during the day with the support of a home helper.
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