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Child Nursing Education Study of Children’s Conception of Contagion (2);
Understanding of Germs and Teaching of Hand-Washing

Izumi Hiramoto®™ Kazuhiko Mori™"

* Course of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Akita University

* x Department of Educational Psychology, Faculty of Education and Human Studies, Akita University

The purpose of this study was to clarify preschool children’s understanding of germs as a cause of illness and

the teaching of hand-washing. Forty preschoolers from 4 to 6 years old participated in experiment 1, and

twenty- four in experiment 2.

The results were as follows:

1. Preschool children have an understanding of germs as a cause of illness.

2. A video recording which visually demonstrated the existence of germs and explained the necessity of

hand-washing was effective.
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