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The Current Conditions and Issues in Children with Developmental Disorders
Enrolled in Special Supports Schools but without Intellectual Retardation (4):

The accomplishments and issues of the school committee for special needs at the special support school

Motomu KUMACHI, Yoshihiro FUJII, Takashi SAITO, Atsushi TAKEDA

Abstract

In the past several years, children with developmental disorders but without intellectual retardation have
become a growing presence in special support schools, presenting new problems in student guidance that had not
existed in the past. These problems cannot be handled by the homeroom teacher alone therefore should be
addressed by the whole school. This function can be fulfilled most likely by the school committee for special
needs. However, there is little evidence of reports or activities organized by such committees in special support
schools. In this research project, a questionnaire survey was conducted on special support schools that have school
committees for special needs to organized support of children with developmental disorders. The survey canvassed
schoolteachers participating in such committees, who were asked open-ended questions regarding the
accomplishments and issues for these committees. As an example of accomplishment, it was reported that actions
by the school committee for special needs have not only supported students but the homeroom teachers as well,
preventing the teachers from feeling isolated. Among the issues, many of the cases that were difficult to handle
required the coordinated action with outside welfare organizations, etc., due to the need for support not only of the
students but their families as well. There is a strong demand for the active use of school social workers with
extensive knowledge of resources in their respective local communities.
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