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Summary

The present research examined how the par-
ents of persons with intellectual dsiability woud
view friendship between persons with intellectual
disability and persons without disability.

A questionnaire survey was used to parents of
persons with intellectual disability who worked
at a sheltered institution. The results of the
analysis showed that very few persons with intel-
lectual disability had friends in general, and
friends without disability in particular. The par-
ents reported that they had made efforts to help
their children to have friends when they were of
school age. However, in so doing, these parents
had soon noticed that it would be far from easy to
do so.

In addition, one of the present authors inter-
viewed with a mother. Her son with Down Syn-
drome was 20 years old. One of the present
authors had had contacted with him in previous
years. It was suggested that the mother had an
important role in the construction of friendship
between her son and one of the present authors.

These paper concludes with several suggestions
to help establish friendship between persons with
intellectual disability and persons without dis-
ability.

Key Words : Friendship, Person with Intellectual
Disability, Person without Disabil-

ity
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