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The terminal care of modern times from the Middle Ages

Ayako KoBIE

Course of Nursing, School Health Science, Akita University

This study examines the transition of terminal care from the past, when death was familiar, to the
modern day. In the past, deathbed rituals to pray for passage into Buddhist paradise were important, and
monks performed terminal care. Modern terminal care involves : distinction of actual death from apparent
death ; postmortem treatment ; observation of signs of death; management of the environment; keeping
limbs warm. From the Meiji period, 1) the anti-Buddhist movement stemming from the separation of
Buddhism and Shinto led to the collapse of Buddhist nursing, 2) Medical law required a doctor, not a

monk, to be present at the deathbed. 3) Epidemics were prevalent. We observed the influence of this social
background.
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